
 
Olmsted Township Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
March 17, 2021 meeting called to order 7:00 p.m.  
 
Roll Call: Tom Cole, Dave Gareau, Cindy Kelly, Joy Iannica, John Phillips 
 Dave Faciana, Building Official and Patty DeCara, Secretary  
 
Election of Officers: 
Election of Chair: Dave Gareau motion for Tom Cole to be chair  
 Cindy Kelly seconded 

Cindy Kelly=Yes, Dave Gareau=Yes, John Phillips=Yes, Joy Iannica=Yes, Tom Cole=Yes  
Election of Vice Chair: Tom Cole motion for Dave Gareau 
   John Phillips seconded 
   John Phillips=Yes, Cindy Kelly=Yes, Joy Iannicca=Yes, Tom Cole=Yes, Dave  
    Gareau=Yes 
 
Meeting Minutes: Approval of meeting minutes from December 18th of 2020.  
 Motion by Tom Cole to approve and Dave Gareau second  
Cindy Kelly=Abstain, Dave Gareau=Yes, John Phillips=Yes, Joy Iannicca=Abstain, Tom Cole=Yes  
 
Old Business: None  
 
New Business:  
21OLMT-ZBA001 – Submitted by Bob and Diane Drespling for a variance for a generator placement so 
who's going to speak on behalf of the case? I will Patrick Hughes. Patrick Huges is sworn in. 
 
Patrick Hughes - We are seeking a variance to put the generator on the side property line. I think the 
requirement is 20 feet and we are at 16 feet to the edge of the generator, so we need a 4-foot variance, 
I believe is what I got here.  
Tom Cole – Okay 
Patrick Hughes - The generator is, what do you need to know about? 
Tom Cole - Not too much about the generator I have the specs on it, but what I'd like to know is what 
the hardship is of why you're requiring the variance? 
Patrick Hughes - Directly behind the house is a swimming pool that the only the only yard left in the 
behind the house there swimming pool occupies. If you have a, you have a plot plan there you see L1, 
behind L1 on the plot plan is the only part left in the back of the house and a swimming pool occupies 
that spot and I can't get the appropriate clearance away from the swimming pool.  
Tom Cole - Okay, and how about the opposite side of the house where the electric meter and gas meter 
are? 
Patrick Hughes - The electric meter is underneath a canopy and I don't have I can't exhaust a generator 
under a canopy like that because it'll collect fumes.  
Tom Cole – Okay 
Patrick Hughes - The gas meter is the driveway is on is right there (interference) actually just inside the 
basement.  
Tom Cole – Okay 
John Phillips - Is that the side that the air conditioner is on?  



Patrick Hughes - Yes, it is. The generator side is the side the air conditioners on. The proposed generator 
location, the air conditioner is to the south of where I proposed to put the generator. 
Tom Cole - I went out and looked at the property and I saw the property looking at the house to the left, 
to where the generator would be, I see there was no person, a garage was there so there was no living 
residents that would be constructed there it looks like closest to that next the window to that house was 
probably about 30 feet away.  
Patrick Hughes - Yeah. The closest structure is the garage of that a detached garage on the right. 
Tom Cole - I don't have any other questions, any other questions from the board? 
Dave Gareau - Yeah, is there a particular reason that you would want the generator other than a general 
reason you'd like the backup ability? Is there, is there a need to have a continuous uninterrupted stream 
of electricity in the house such as a medical reason or something? 
Patrick Hughes -  I'm the I'm the installer on the contractor, there are medical reasons  
Dave Gareau - You don't got to get in to what but  
Patrick Hughes - Yeah, we don't claim these are, these are under the category of optional standby 
generator, so technically I can't claim that, you know that any of this is going to support life or any, the 
optional stand by category, it's not a life support system or a true medical, medically backed up 
generator, that's a completely different category. It's not that category of generators not practical for a 
homeowner. This is what's called an optional standby generator, but the mister of the house the the 
home of the homeowner does have medical issues. 
Diane Drespling - Am I allowed to speak? 
Patty DeCara – Yes, Mrs. Drespling you can talk 
Tom Cole swears in Mrs. Dresplingr 
Tom Cole - Okay, you can proceed.  
Mrs. Drespling - My husband does have medical issues. He's recently been in the hospital. He has a 
pacemaker, defibrillator and the, in the house in his room he has a machine that transmits the readings 
to the device clinic, he needs CPAP at night, my only other things or I need a refrigerator because it's 
loaded with his insulin, and those are our medical reasons for wanting this.  
Dave Gareau - Thank you. 
Tom Cole – Patty did you get any response from any neighbors or anybody or is there anybody on that 
wanted to speak other than whose on right now? 
Patty DeCara - I received no letters and I believe it's just Mrs. Drespling and the contractor. 
Tom Cole – Okay. All right, any other questions from the board? All right, I'm going to make a motion to 
approve application 21OLMT-ZBA001 Dave Gareau second. 
John Phillips=Yes, Dave Gareau=Yes, Cindy Kelly=Yes, Tom Cole=Yes, Joy Iannicca=Yes 
 
Tom Cole – The motion passed and your application is approved and you'll get paperwork from the 
building department in a few days.  
 
21OLMT-ZBA002 - Submitted by Tim Hall for a variance for a generator as well. Who’s going to speak on 
that behalf? 
Patrick Hughes - Tim you want to or you want me to speak?  
Kathy Hall - You can start.  
Mr. Hall start and if we want to fill something in we could fill it in.  
Patrick Hughes - This one is an 8 foot required. We need, we need, we need a variance of eight foot and 
it's going on the side of the house is this house sits on a slab  there's no way to get wiring and gas pipe 
and wiring to the back of the house. It's mainly just a hardship for logistical reasons of mechanical 
reasons for in my opinion. I don't know of any property issues behind the house they can speak on that 
if they want.  



Tom Cole – Is it just because of the, where the electric and gas is located? 
Patrick Hughes -  Yeah, the electric and gas are located right adjacent to where we want to put the 
generator and  
Tom Cole - Couldn't it be run along side of the house to the back corner of the house? 
Patrick Hughes - What's behind the, what's, refresh my memory on what's behind the house Tim? 
Tim Hall – There’s a cement patio? 
Tim Hall gets sworn in by Tom Cole. 
Tim Hall - Yeah, there's a cement patio that is at the back of the house. 
Tom Cole -Does that take up the whole back of the house or is that just in the center? I know it looks 
from the drawing it's in the center.  
Mrs. Hall - Yeah, it's kind of in the center if you walk out the door  
Mr. Hall - And it's right there where at the patio doors and then it goes off to the right there.  
Tom Cole - Okay, but is it possible to have the generator next to the patio in the back? 
Mr. Hall - I don't know where you would put it on the patio because the patio goes. I don't know you 
would have to ask Pat on that I am not sure. 
Patrick Hughes - Well, if there's room back there, I'm not sure, I'm, I'm not sure of, I'm not a hundred 
percent sure of that, if you have room next to the patio as far as there's a patio door back there. 
Mrs. Hall - There is a flower bed, it's not very big.  
Patrick Hughes – Is there windows back there? 
Mr. Hall and Mrs. Hall -  Yes 
Patrick Hughes - So we have to go a little further, if we were to go back there we'd have to go further 
into the backyard to get away from the patio door and windows.  
Tom Cole - Okay  
Dave Faciana - At that point you're in the middle of the property, correct?  
Mr. and Mrs. Hall – Yea 
Dave Faciana - Yep. So, you know, there's a setback requirement for the generators, for the discharge of 
the fumes it has to be so many feet from vents or windows or doors.  
Tom Cole – Okay 
Dave Faciana -  That's what's going to impact them as far as the rear of the property on this just to give 
you a little more information on the property.  
Tom Cole – Okay. 
John Phillips - Hey Dave, what about the house on the other side?  
Tom Cole - There are I think two windows on that side of that house. I did look at the property. What is 
the distance for the generator away from a window or door? 
(interference) 
Patrick Hughes - There's 20 feet, there's 20 feet between the houses on that side, so we have a pretty 
substantial clearance between this between we're just from the property line.  
Tom Cole - And what is the reason for the generator? 
Mr. Hall – Are you asking me or do you want? 
Mr. Cole – Anyone 15:44 
Mr. Hall - Well, we've been here like five years here, powers gone out three, at least three times, one 
time it was off for 24 hours. We had a lot of problems until, I know the power grid is not as good as it 
used to be or whatever. You know everything's underground here, but I'm assuming you know, any time 
is the power has been interrupted is because some tree fell on something on Jennings or Schady or one 
of those places that affected our power. I do have a grandson that has a brain stem tumor and he's on a 
ventilator every night and if for some reason, he lives in Brooklyn, but for some reason their power goes 
out and they have battery backup but with comes out to a long sink and I'm worried about the way the 



weather situation is going anymore that storms are getting more fierce and everything else, and I'm 
worried about that they’re not going to be able to take care of that battery type back up for him. \ 
Mr. Coke -  Okay. 
 
Mr. Hall - That's basically the whole thing. I mean, it's kind of like an insurance policy. I don't know 
probably I would say, no?  
 
Mr. Cole - Okay. Patty were there any responses from any of the neighbors on this one?  
 
Ms. DeCara - Nope  
 
Mr. Cole - Okay. Any other questions from the board? 
 
Mr. Gareau -  The grandson that you mentioned he doesn't live in your home is that right? 
Mr. Hall -  No, he lives in Brooklyn, but I'm just saying in the event that their power goes out and they 
need someone who can come here and stay there with us as we have the battery available. 
 
Mr. Faciana – Was there a HOA approval letter from you guys too as well? 
 
Mrs. Hall - Yes. Yeah, they sent it to you. 
 
Mr. Cole – The HOA approved? 
 
Mrs. Hall - Yes. 
 
Mr. Cole - Any other questions? 
 
Mr. Gareau - Mr. Sheriff if I could just maybe be heard just for a comment as opposed to a question. 
 
Mr. Cole - Yup sure. 
 
Mr. Gareau - So one of the basis for establishing a, the variances to prove and demonstrate a hardship 
and that means that there's a reason why you shouldn't follow the code as it currently exists, that's 
what a variance is, you're asking to vary from what's currently permitted or required and I'll just say so 
far I haven't heard anything other than personal preference that would substantiate a variance. I just, 
just based on what I've heard so far, it's simply a, it's not a necessary thing to have and as it was for 
example in the previous one, and I just want to make sure for the record I've stated the basis so when 
the vote comes unless something happens here before we take the vote, I want you to understand the 
basis for the vote. 
 
Mr. Hall -  don't understand how the previous one was personal thing or I mean it was just because it 
was behind the house or something. I don’t understand that.  
 
Mr. Gareau - I can tell you was because the guy had a list of medical reasons including a refrigerator full 
of insulin. 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Hall – Right, we understand, I forgot that, sorry. 
 



 
Mr. Cole - All right, any other comments, questions?  
 
Patrick Hughes - Well, it's, as far as the mechanical and physical location of this thing to put it behind the 
house like Dave stated we're going to be out into the you know approaching the, it's going to sit out 
there like an island in between houses. It would be very impractical to put it there and it would you 
know require running a lot of gas pipe in electrical conduit on the side of the house then into the ground 
and out into the middle of you know, sort of no-man's-land between the houses and so 20 feet between 
the houses is a very ample space to put a generator in my opinion, you know, the entering suburbs, not 
not saying, you know just pointing out the entering suburbs have a lot less to deal with and and you 
know, they have found ways to work with their neighbors on these generators and grant permits for 
them because, because of the physical limitations of their property. This is a large property with with 
ample clearance between the houses where you know, the generator won't be bothering any anybody 
or sitting out there with the with the whole back of the way these way that oval is, you know, it's kind of 
kind of sit out there and in the middle of nowhere between the house, you know in this great big in this 
grassy area behind the house and so the hardship is just you know is slightly aesthetics, but it's also you 
know what it would cost, quite a bit more money to put it back there and would not look or be as 
pleasing to the neighbor neighbors or neighborhood as it would between the houses. 
21:50 
Mr. Phillips - One question, isn't that one of those attached clusters are because of that one house 
attached to another one or are they free standing? 
 
Patrick Hughes - These are freestanding and their situation when Tim and Tim's house is preceding 
action now do not believe that is connected to another workbook. That's why I asked yes, I believe it's 
two together right is weird - yeah grab the other side of the 
 
time 
 
 
 
turn any other comments questions. All right. I'm going to make a motion to approve application to 100 
m TZ be a 0 0 2 on a second. 
 
The second wave of vote Madam chair, Tom Cole. Yes, John Phillips. I'm not 
 
Cindy Kelly 
 
Yes. 
 
Dave Goro, no 
 
Dre Annika 
 
the emotion did not pass with three NOS into yeses. Unfortunately, it did not pass in your if you like you 
can make a motion to go to Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, if you'd like to proceed any further 
with us, but right now it did not pass. All right. 
 
Your floor discussion. All right. We're going to adjourn the meeting add 7:22. 



 
Okay a pet. Yeah his real quick. Just before we end with the with the first one make sure you submit 
plans for review and through the bill Department as if you know now that you're approved for the first 
one right to start the permit process. Sure. Yes, sir. Thank you. No problem. Thank you. Sorry Betty. No. 
 
Thanks everybody. All right, where is everyone? Thank you. You like your work all the end it yes. Ready. 
Tom coal dust Troy Annika John Phillips. Yes, Cindy Kelly. 
Anne Radney=Yes, John Phillips=Yes, Tom Cole=Yes, Dave Gareau=Yes  
Meeting Adjourned at 7:11p.m. 


